Use of a disposable carbon dioxide detector with emergency intubation in a hyperbaric chamber.
Emergency intubation in a hyperbaric chamber can be complicated by the confined space, inadequate lighting and high levels of background noise. Inadvertent esophageal intubation may be difficult to recognize in these conditions. In more controlled settings such as the operating room, the detection of end-tidal carbon dioxide is the standard procedure for verifying proper placement of the endotracheal tube. Within a hyperbaric chamber, a capnograph may not be readily available for this purpose. We present a case report describing the use of a simple disposable colorimetric carbon dioxide detector for rapid verification of endotracheal tube position following emergency intubation in a hyperbaric chamber.